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Rola (Hamed) Abu Zeid – O'Neill, Department of Sociology - University College Cork  

Paper: Living Between Memory, War, and Daily life. The Impact of the 

“Nakba”(Palestinian Catastrophe)  on Internally Displaced Palestinian Women in Israel 

Conflicts are always about power, they are intrinsic to all social relationships and 

interactions and as such they have provided the arena for important social science research. 

Conflicts confirm, construct and change notions of gender.  

The Nakba (Palestinian Catastrophe) resulted in the destruction of Palestinian society. 

Gender and conflict are two core theoretical concerns of my research. Its primary aim is to 

analyse the narratives of Nakba women survivors, their daughters, granddaughters, and 

great grand-daughters in the context of ongoing ethnic conflict in the context of 

Israel/Palestine.  As well, my research gives importance to understanding the impact of 

differences among Nakba women, such as access to resources, education, the new shelter 

impact on women's lives and religion. These differences played a major role in women's role 

definitions after the Nakba and in the nature of the narratives that they constructed. This 

reflects the centrality of the concept of how power in the analysis of Nakba and post-Nakba 

women’s narratives in my research, and in particular the ways in which gender, ethnicity, 

and class intersect.   

The testimonies of IDP women whom were interviewed over the period 2008 to 2012, 

taught me that these women experienced the expulsion process through many roles that 

they played as women (mothers, wives, etc.), they were the emotional centre and power 

(source of strength) in the family, they often found themselves having to simultaneously 

manage their own anxiety while caring for others, in addition that they had to cope with 

their loss of land and tradition. 
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Hannah Baumeister, Swansea University/Aberystwyth University 

Paper: Exploratory Workshop of Gendered Spaces, their Construction and Validity 

 

The aim of this workshop is to explore in an interactive way how we construct spaces with 

regards to gender. Through discussions and games we will find out if gendered spaces are 

still valid today for us personally as well as within the context of the society we live in. Based 

on these exploratory activities we will create image theatre for a visual presentation of the 

outcomes. 

 

Regarding the phase of discussions and games, “Dead Cats” is a powerful activity where the 

participants position themselves in a space in relation to their degree of agreement or 

disagreement to a statement. Possible statements triggering further discussion could be: 

 “It is ok for a woman to be the main breadwinner.” 

 “A woman in a short skirt and a crop top is asking for it.” 

 “Every man has got an uncontrollable sexual desire.” 

 

A non-verbal pair game to explore our feelings towards leading and following roles is 

‘Columbian Hypnosis” where person A leads person B with her hand palm through the 

room. 

To demonstrate that we are all interconnected, that there is no masculinist without a 

feminist, every participant picks two people in the room without letting them know and 

tries to form an equal triangle with them. 

 

Image theatre will be introduced by showing to each other single images for example of a 

typical man and a typical woman. From this, we will develop pair or group images based on 

previous discussions and our experiences with gendered spaces and their construction. 
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Mary Bridgeman, Trinity College Dublin 

Paper: Gendered subjectivity through time and place in Twilight, The Vampire Diaries, and 
True Blood. 

This paper presents three culturally significant and connected texts, Twilight, The Vampire 

Diaries, and True Blood, as negotiating anxieties surrounding the complexity of gendered 

subjectivity in 21st century American popular culture.  

The texts’ place in the genre traditions of romance and fantasy are used to structure the 

textual analysis. Using key motifs and conventions of these genres, the texts explore 

contemporary issues, in particular the viability of Enlightenment and postmodern modes of 

subjectivity with regard to gender. This is achieved through the utilisation of history and 

location within each text.The Twilight Saga creates a cult figure in Carlisle and the new 

society he forms in rural America in direct opposition to a corrupt ‘old world’ status-quo 

located in Italy. The Vampire Diaries turns to, and reinvents, myths of the origins of human 

society as a family, the ‘Original Family’, altering (in a doubling back fashion) the history of 

migration of Europeans to North America. True Blood presents the creatures of myth and 

legend (Maenads, shapeshifters, and fairies amongst others) in the context of social and 

political bids for power in the symbolically loaded imagined space of the ‘American South’. 

Each displays a conflict between different ideas of the subject from liberal visions of the 

rational (male, white, able-bodied) individual with attendant rights and responsibilities to 

postmodern images of the subject as fluid, in-flux, impossible to delineate strictly or 

permanently, to psychoanalytic understandings of the subject as motivated by unconscious 

drives and societal containment.  

Drawing on diverse western theories of the subject, these three texts are shown to explore 

the contradictions of various dominant notions of the subject and to manifest a cultural 

anxiety surrounding the presence of contradictory, simultaneous, and overlapping 

discourses of womanhood. This paper explores the grounding of these ideas of gendered 

subjectivity in specific temporal and spatial locations in the texts.  
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Kristen Brill, University of Cambridge 

Paper: “One is not born a woman, but rather, one becomes a woman”: Southern Second 

Wave Feminism during the American Civil War (1861-1865) 

This paper will examine elite Southern women’s critique of gender relations during the American 

Civil War (1861-1865) and how they fashioned an ideology of sex and gender foreshadowing Simone 

de Beauvoir’s doctrine of The Second Sex (1949). While existing scholarship has extensively 

examined the nineteenth-century Northern women’s rights movement and its relationship to first 

wave feminism, far less studies analyze their Southern counterparts and their role in the burgeoning 

feminist movement. This paper will address this gap in the historiography and offer Civil War 

Southern women as one of the many precursors to Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex and the 

second wave feminist movement as a whole. Namely, Southern women’s precocious development 

of a sex/gender binary, overall focus on the sexed body and less concentration on a political rights 

agenda definitively sets them apart from their Northern sisters. Exploring Southern women’s 

metaphor of the city-state of ancient Sparta as a case study, this paper will illustrate the nuanced 

ways in which Southern women conceptualize sex, gender and the body. As it is currently the 

sesquicentennial of the American Civil War (2011-2015), there is no better occasion to consider this 

feminist engagement than the present. 
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Céire Broderick, NUI Galway 

Paper: Women in Contemporary Chile: A Textual Analysis of Marcela Serrano’s Diez 

mujeres (2011)  

 

The transition to democracy in Chile and the period following it have led to a growing 

interest in re-negotiating women’s roles within the nation. Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship 

(1973-1990) outlined a specific, conservative role for women in the nation: they would be 

reproductive vessels who would raise their children with love for the Patria and its 

traditions. Although many women willingly adopted this role, others were reluctant to do 

so.  

 

Marcela Serrano’s Diez mujeres narrates the meeting of nine women who have been united 

by a common thread; Natasha, their therapist. Coming from diverse backgrounds with a 

variety of issues to confront, Natasha’s patients are encouraged to relate their individual life 

story to the group. The hope is that the communal sharing of distinctive life experiences will 

aid personal healing.  

 

This paper will discuss the literary re-imagining of women’s identity in the Chilean nation 

and their experiences in contemporary Chile through a textual analysis of Diez mujeres. It 

will indicate a break from the traditional roles previously afforded to women who tended to 

be referred to in reference to their relationships with men, and not as separate entities. 

Offering the novel’s characters as examples, it will also highlight the importance of factors 

other than gender, such as age, sexual orientation, and socio-economic background which 

play a vital role in defining women in Chile.  
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Leslie Burton, University College Cork 

Paper: The Natural Woman: Female as Male Space (A work in Progress) 

 

It is easy to forget in our “enlightened” West that great minds of the Enlightenment cited 

woman’s “weaker” body and apparently smaller brain as evidence that her physical and 

mental development lagged behind that of the highly evolved male. They believed there to 

be a “true,” physiological basis for their assertions that women were like children, like 

animals, like uncivilized wildernesses. Yet the very wilderness that woman was said to 

resemble was not her own territory; in spite of the appellation “Mother Nature,” natural 

space has traditionally been a male domain to be explored, conquered, tamed, and 

enslaved. By logical extension, then, the concept of “Woman as Nature” conflicts with the 

premise of “nature as male space,” suggesting that woman herself is a male space. Using 

ecofeminist texts such as Susan Griffin’s Woman and Nature, as well as poetic, artistic, and 

media sources, I will present a multimedia performance broaching the relationship between 

women and nature, highlighting similarities between modern and Enlightenment-era 

attitudes about nature/woman’s body as male space. Comparing quotes from past and 

present, classic arts, and modern advertisements, I will attempt to address in the immediate 

medium of creative performance how patriarchal and proprietary attitudes toward both 

woman and nature have changed, perhaps less than we assume. Through spoken word and 

moving sculpture, I hope to remind an audience of forgotten “truths” and to spark 

conversation about the current state of the woman/nature connection, and its use as a tool 

to sell and to foster (impose?) feminine identity.  
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Aidan Cooney, University of London 

Paper: Gendering Bourdieu’s concepts of capitals? Emotional capital, an ethnic of care and 

fathers’ parenting experiences 

Family structures are changing and in them personal relationships are being reframed. An 

emerging discourse of ‘New Fatherhood’ in parenting discourses has emerged. It has been 

critically seen as being largely based on anecdotal evidence and therefore is argued to be 

untested and based largely on assumption (Featherstone, 2009) 

These seminars will focus on the use of Bourdieu’s sociological analysis framework and 

exploring a father’s parenting experiences within the family through professional discourses 

and personal experiences. An emphasis will be to explore the ethical aspect of emotional 

competence used as both a personal and a collective resource in the personal and intimate 

context of caring involvement/work in the home; as it pertains to father/child relationships. 

Bourdieu’s sociological analysis of social class, uses the concepts of field, habitus and capital 

provides a framework for the detailed description and analysis of the micro-practices of 

individuals in their social context (Thomson 2008). The field is a structured space of 

positions, characterised by dominant and subordinate relationships (Bourdieu 1992; 

Wacquant 2008). Capital is a means of resources or sources of power by which relations 

within a particular field are organized and contested (Wacquant 2008). Bourdieu conceived 

four types of captial: economic (property); cultural (knowledge and competencies); social 

(relationships and networks); and symbolic (positive recognition, prestige). Habitus referred 

to a person’s beliefs and dispositions (Thomson 2008; Wacquant 2008) 

Bourdieu’s theoretical framework provides a new relational approach to the study of fields 

of domination and struggle, a new way of thinking about how power operates within social 

life (Emirbayer 2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Leanne Doyle, Trinity College Dublin 

Paper: “Dynamic Voices of Dissent”: Feminist discursive activism and the disruption of 

hegemonic war discourses in the former Yugoslavia. 

 

This paper will concentrate on feminist anti-war activism in the former Yugoslavia. In 

particular, this paper will focus on the acts of political creativity, or discursive activism the 

feminists engaged in. This paper argues that the significance of the women’s actions was 

their disruption of the hegemonic war discourse of the time through their narrative forms of 

political action.  

 

An aim of their feminist publishing was to produce counter-narratives that would disrupt 

the hegemonic war discourse of the time. For the activists, publishing their own counter- 

narratives was a “deliberate act of rebellion”; something that enabled them to clarify their 

stand of “principled disloyalty.” Significantly, their actions led to public attacks by state-run 

media who portrayed them as ‘the inner enemy’ and “subversives” and by members of the 

public and nationalist feminist groups who labelled them “traitors.” 

 

This paper will engage with current research that explores the importance of storytelling 

and narrative as potent forms of political action. Furthermore, this paper aims to add to 

current understandings of contemporary women’s peace activism, which is linked to the 

changing nature of modern warfare. This paper will also add to current research that 

focuses on women’s agency and activism in war.  
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Caroline Forde, NUI Galway 

Paper: Sexual Violence and Gender Identity: Men Seeking Counselling 

To date, research and support for survivors of sexual violence have been focused almost exclusively 

on women who are coming to terms with its profound impact.  However, the emergence of sexual 

abuse of young boys as an important issue has broadened the discourse around sexual violence and 

gender identity and this increased awareness is mirrored by the growing number of men accessing 

Irish Rape Crisis Centres (RCCs)1.  An investigation of how traditional norms of masculinity affect 

interventions developed to treat women is, however, lacking.  Although the consequences of child 

sexual abuse are common to survivors regardless of gender, it is evident that particular aspects are 

connected to the manner in which the experience is processed and expressed.  Since being a victim 

transgresses traditional norms of masculinity that emphasise dominance and strength, sexual 

violence becomes a process of emasculation2.  A further compounding factor is an adherence to 

masculine ideals that emphasise the minimisation of emotional pain over the acknowledgement of 

vulnerability and help-seeking3.  Conceiving of such treatment as un-masculine, men are less likely 

than women to seek professional help for mental health and emotional problems4.  While a minority 

of survivors access counselling5, there can, therefore, be a greater resistance among men.  This 

paper will discuss the gendered consequences of sexual abuse and how traditional norms of 

masculinity influence responses to victimisation.  It will also explore the perception of counselling as 

a ‘feminine’ space and the challenges these issues pose for RCC counsellors working with men who 

have survived child sexual abuse*. 

  

1. Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI), 2011. 2010 National rape crisis statistics and annual report. 

Galway: RCNI.    

2. Lew,1993. Victims no longer: men recovering from incest and other child sexual abuse. London: 

Cedar.  

3. Mezey & King, 2000. Treatment for male victims of sexual assault. In G.C. Mezey & M.B. King, 

eds. Male victims of sexual assault.  Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

4. Canetto & Sakinofsky, 1998. The gender paradox in suicide. Suicide & Life-Threatening Behavior, 

28(1), p. 1-23. 

5. McGee, et al. 2002. The SAVI report. Sexual abuse and violence in Ireland. A national study of 

Irish experiences, beliefs and attitudes concerning sexual violence. Dublin: Liffey Press. 

 

*This paper is part of a larger PhD project aiming to investigate the nature and effectiveness of Irish 

RCC counselling in order to develop in-depth understandings of the factors that influence recovery 

from sexual violence and the responses required. 
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Lisa-Anne Hoey, University College Cork 

Paper: Trans* enough? Cinematic representations of trans* people living beyond 

prescribed gender binaries 

We live in a world full of gendered spaces and gender binaries. The media have taught us 

that one must fit into prescribed gender binaries and fulfil various gender norms in order to 

be either an ‘accepted’ male or female. But how accurate are these representations in 

reflecting the actual lives and experiences of trans* people? In cinematic representation, a 

person either spends their life chasing after the (alleged) holy grail of a trans* person’s life: 

complete gender reassignment surgery (TransAmerica), or else the person is unhappy and 

suffers because of their perceived gender failure at not ‘fully’ transitioning (Hedwig and the 

Angry Inch). This paper aims to examine how these cinematic representations have 

distorted the realities actually faced by trans* people. These cinematic representations 

perpetuate a notion that one must be either fully male or female in order to be a) happy, 

and b) accepted by wider society. This is a gross misrepresentation of the realities of a 

trans* person’s life. This paper will examine these inaccurate representations and the trans* 

myth that they propagate, and ask: why are people only trans* enough when they undergo 

medical treatment? Within the trans* community there is a wide diversity and people fit 

onto (or some not at all) a wide spectrum of gender identities. Where are these 

representations in cinema? In examining cinematic representations of people who do not fit 

into prescribed gender boundaries, this paper will investigate how diverse the trans* gender 

spectrum is, and look at how cinema disseminates the myth that one must fit into a 

prescribed gender norm. 
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Michelle Kennedy, Mary Immaculate College, Limerick 

Paper: The Expectant Presence: An Exploration of the Bodily and Pregnant Presence in the 

Literature of Anne Enright. 

 

In her article What’s left of Henrietta Lacks, Anne Enright mused upon and questioned the 

nature of the pregnant identity, stating: 

“I don’t know what my pregnant self is...The pregnant body has been through a lot of law 

courts but I have never seen it properly discussed or described. I don’t know what I am...” 

(Enright 2000, 8)   

This article seeks to explore the nature of pregnancy and the pregnant body in modern 

Ireland. It will utilise the literature of Anne Enright and the theories of Jacques Lacan as a 

lens through which to explore the ‘Real’ nature and identity of the pregnant presence, and 

the particular space that this presence is afforded in modern Irish society.  

While there has been much debate centring on the place and identity of the mother in Irish 

society, it can be argued that the place and position of the pregnant woman, the ‘expectant 

presence’ if you will, requires further consideration.   

By focusing on the experience of pregnancy as evidenced through the thoughts and bodies 

of the expectant characters in Anne Enright’s fiction, this article focuses on the changing 

nature of women’s identity during pregnancy. It also explores the treatment of the pregnant 

presence by Irish society, and the complexities surrounding the experience of reproduction, 

which Enright states ‘feels like dying, pulled inside out’ (Enright 2005, 3). 
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Olena Lytovka, Maria Curie-Sklodowska University 

 

Paper: Women Entrapped by the Past: The House in Paris and The World of Love by 

Elizabeth Bowen 

 

The uncanny atmosphere in E. Bowen’s novels and short stories is often related to the house and felt 

by its female inhabitants. Lilia in The World of Love, Karen in The House in Paris, Portia in The Death 

of the Heart, Mrs. Drover in The Demon Lover and other female characters experience the presence 

of something disturbing and frightening in the house, perceive the domestic space as strange, 

sinister and feel entrapped there.  

 

In the present paper I will argue that the uncanniness of the house originates in the women’s 

traumatic experience of the past. The haunted house is nothing more than a manifestation of ‘the 

crisis of the proper’ dissolving the certainty about herself and the world. Karen, Lilia and other 

women are, as S. Freud puts it, “suffering from reminiscences’’, they are haunted by painful 

memories of the past, which are repressed and returning in the form of the uncanny feeling. The 

house traditionally being associated with woman’s domain, symbolically representing the female 

body become the embodiment of her inner world with its uneasiness, anxieties and fears.  
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Nóirín Mac Namara, Queen’s University Belfast 

Paper: My space/Your space – How Judith Butler’s focus on the processes of construction 

of subjectivity, and the place of vulnerability within such processes, complicates Jacques 

Derrida’s concept of la démocratie à venir. 

 

All norms, categories and foundations exclude.  Arguments around what to do about these 

exclusions range from an acceptance of them as a natural fact of political life, a never-ending 

examination of exclusionary lines to ensure as much as possible is taken into account and, also, an 

examination of how and why the way we organise the cultural, social and political spheres entails 

the drawing of lines between ‘us’ and ‘them’.   

  

Jacques Derrida conceptualises ‘democracy to-come’ as both a call to a particular form of action, in 

the here and now, which aspires to a constant ‘becoming’ of democracy (whilst acknowledging that 

democracy will never ‘be’ present); and as a particular approach to politics which involves being 

open to what or who comes.  It is my argument that the ‘openness’ required by such an approach, 

alongside the requirement that we acknowledge that democracy and justice can never be fully 

instantiated, requires a re-thinking of agency and responsibility.   

 

I argue that Judith Butler’s call for a significantly broader conceptualisation of political subjectivity, 

one which takes our primary vulnerability into account, is particularly pertinent in moving toward 

more responsive ways of being.   

 

I posit that through her ongoing interrogation of the process of construction of subjectivity and the 

forms of agency such constructions privilege, Butler has identified real challenges to any 

implementation of Derrida’s approach to the political sphere.  
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Daniele Massaccesi, School of Asian Studies, University College Cork 

 

Paper: “Migration as a means to female emancipation? The concept of 'freedom' among 

young female migrants in Beijing” 

 

Important studies on Chinese migration from a gender perspective started in the early 1990s. This 

presentation explores the present situation in the study of the so called “dagong mei” (or young 

Chinese migrant women), who reach big cities from small villages, seeking social emancipation or 

escaping from patriarchy and other social impositions they are pushed to accept as young women.  

 

Female emancipation has been an important goal for the Chinese Communist Party even before the 

establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. Following Friedrich Engels’ «The Origin of 

the Family, Private Property, and the State» Marxist theory of female emancipation as a class issue, 

the CCP tried to get Chinese women involved in labour. During the ‘80s this policy began to be 

criticized by feminists and intellectuals, because it failed in its goal to bring emancipation to Chinese 

women.  

 

My research revolves around the future plans of migrant workers and focuses on the question: “Will 

they eventually go back to their home village?”. I intend to explore their thoughts on and 

interpretations of the contemporary Chinese countryside. This in my opinion is of central importance 

for the debate about migrants’ “way back home”.  

 

According to the results of the survey, “freedom” has different meanings in Beijing's young female 

migrants, but we can sum them up in three correlated categories: freedom as economic freedom, 

that includes economic independence and no necessity to rely on other persons (family or partner); 

freedom as absence of familiar or relatives' control; freedom of discovering new urban realities and 

make experiences of great importance for their personal development and education.   
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Kathryn McNeilly, Queen’s University Belfast 

 

Paper: Ethically Rescripting Legal Theatre: Enhancing Social Livability Through the 

Performance of the Legal Person  

 

This paper seeks to consider the gendered space of law in relation to wider gendered spaces 

and processes of social subjectivity. This consideration will be directed by the theory of 

Judith Butler, which will be utilised as a vehicle to explore the theoretical nuances of the 

way in which contemporary conceptions of the legal subject performatively interact with 

wider gender subjectivities and their livability. The paper will proffer a conception of how 

legal personhood itself can be conceived of as a performance which is inextricably linked to, 

and constitutive of, normative gender scripts. This inextricability demands feminist 

attention in order to piece together the ways in which the gendered social being is created 

and sustained. Following this, the paper will consider the creative and subversive space 

which exists for the altering of legal performances and the encouragement of differing 

performances which are inclusive of a greater range of gender experiences and act to 

ethically enhance conditions of social livability. Consideration throughout will link Butler’s 

earlier work on performativity with her later turn to ethics and the politics of livability in 

order to assert that legal performances, and the wider social performances they relate to, 

can be ethically rescripted. In doing so, it will be advanced that, contrary to the suggestions 

within Butler’s own work, a space for law in a radically democratic feminist project may be 

carved out. 
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Nicola Moffat, University College Cork 

Paper: Disgrace: Defining Rape and Street Harassment in Minnie Bruce Pratt’s “Crime 

Against Nature” and JM Coetzee’s Disgrace 

This paper looks at rape and street harassment as methods of gendered intimidation and 

violence that not only force women and girls out of public spaces but perpetuate an 

ideology that states that the public sphere is for male users only.  As an illustration of the 

politics at work in rape, I will be examining JM Coetzee’s novel, Disgrace, showing that 

similar structures occur in street harassment, using Minnie Bruce Pratt’s poem, “Crime 

Against Nature,” as an example.   

Coetzee’s novel seeks to contextualise rape within a specifically post-Apartheid South Africa, 

where gender politics are inextricably tied to sexual and racial politics and where rape has 

become on some level socially acceptable, either because it forms part of a perceived 

cultural tradition or because it is a weapon used against colonial control.  Disgrace shows 

that rape in the new South Africa is as much a power struggle over the right to resources 

(including women) as it is a struggle for power over the public domain. 

Similarly, Pratt’s poem views street harassment as violence that is not only gender-specific, 

but which targets sexualities that fall outside heterosexual norms.  While Pratt’s 

confirmation of the name-calling to which she is subjected becomes a positive validation of 

her lesbian identity, this paper questions the right to harass based on perceived sexuality 

and sexual history as well as appearance.  Finally, I ask why it is that men in positions of 

power feel they have the right to define and thus justify sexual violence against women. 
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Dina Nigmatullina, Fatih University Istanbul, Turkey 

 

Paper: Street Harassment in Istanbul 

 

This work examines sexual harassment of women in public areas in Istanbul. It draws on 

leading feminist and sociological work to give an insight on public harassment and female 

subjugation. Sexual harassment in public places, or street harassment consists of but is not 

limited to leering, sexually explicit comments, pinching or grabbing parts of a woman’s 

body, exhibitionism, and rape. Street harassment is usually performed by men and is aimed 

at women who are strangers to those men in public spaces - buses, streets, markets, etc. 

The second part of the paper presents data drawn from interviews with 121 women from 

diverse social and national backgrounds conducted at three universities in Istanbul; as well 

as on data from female respondents’ completion of a questionnaire on their actual 

experiences during a journey in Istanbul public spaces. My findings illuminate variation in 

types of street harassment as well as the strategies women adopt in order to avoid being 

harassed in public, and actions they take against their harassers. 
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Maeve O’Brien, University of Ulster 

Paper: “Cold little bitch” and “sluts, all sluts”: shared sexual spaces in the expatriate 

novels of Edna O’Brien and Sylvia Plath. 

 

My paper will primarily engage with two books written in the early 1960s: Sylvia Plath’s The 

Bell Jar and Edna O’Brien’s The Country Girls. I aim to explore how adolescent women are 

represented in these novels and demonstrate how the characters of Kate, Baba and Esther 

Greenwood reflect the gendered times Plath and O’Brien lived in. 

 

I will go on to explore reasons why two women writers, from vastly different backgrounds 

felt compelled to write novels with sexual and gendered spaces of young women providing a 

major theme. I will address the similarities found between Kate, Baba and Esther; and ask 

what role various social, political and cultural elements had in the creation of these 

characters. 

 

In concluding this paper, I will argue that Plath and O’Brien make a vital commentary not 

only on the dominant gender roles imposed on women in the “middle generation” of the 

twentieth century, but also the subversive and canny attitudes females employed in order 

to assert themselves sexually and as personally liberated individuals.  

 

Eavan Boland spoke of Sylvia Plath’s poetry, commenting: “She had named them all by 

herself and I had immense respect for that… It’s a life-long regret to me that she doesn’t see 

that she gave this other woman in Dublin that courage.”1 In concluding this paper, I seek to 

agree with Boland and argue finally, that as a result of their novels, Plath and O’Brien 

created a template by which future women writers could use to express themselves more 

fully. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Eavan Boland, in “A Giant at My Shoulder,” Eavan Boland on Sylvia Plath, RTÉ Radio 1 Broadcast, 15 February 

2004. 
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Aisling O’Connor, University of Limerick 

Paper: Overlaps between Memory Studies and Feminist Theory: The Gendered Narration 

of War. 

 

This paper examines the theoretical overlaps between memory studies and feminist theory 

and explores the gendered narration of war in relation to the case of the Spanish civil war of 

the 1930s and its subsequent representation in historiographic and cultural media.  

Memory studies is concerned with the representation of the past in the present. It 

acknowledges that in the discursive construction of historical memories, differing and often 

conflicting visions of the past compete and that memory politics determinewhich versions 

are officially endorsed. What feminist theory presupposes for memory studies is that gender 

is a determining factor in this interaction, as the mechanisms of power and authority are 

inherent to the structure of historical memory (Hodgkin and Radstone 5). While the 

thematic and theoretical intersections are evident, scholars highlight that theories of 

memory and feminist theories have developed on parallel but separate tracks (Hirsch and 

Smith 4-5). Paletschek and Schraut decry that while memory culture is booming, “scarcely 

any research has explored the representation of women in national memory and the role of 

gender in cultures of memory” (7-11). 

This study discusses the theoretical overlaps between both fields by examining the specific 

case of war and war narratives. It explores how historical memory is constructed and how 

“gendered” memory politics (Linhard 228) produce a hackneyed narrative framework that 

Miriam Cooke terms the “War Story” (14). This paper draws on the Spanish civil war and its 

subsequent representation as an example of how war and resistance are often represented 

within a narrative scheme that sets up reductive dichotomies and presents women’s 

experiences of war in terms of “accepted and acceptable images, metaphors and tropes” 

(Linhard 228). The paper concludes by discussing countermemories and counternarratives 

and their place within the landscape of memory. 
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Connor O’Donoghue, Trinity College Dublin 

 

Paper: “A Wilderness of Boys”: Narrated masculine identities in an undergraduate men’s 

residence 

This paper is based on data collected in an auto/biographical survey of the narrated 

masculine identities of four young Irish male undergraduates. The objectives of the study 

are to discover what can be added to the field of masculinities by examining the narrated 

lives of young men through questions drawn from the work of Charles Taylor and Michel 

Foucault on identity.  

The research subjects are four young Irish male undergraduates, who were spending their 

first year living in a shared residence of fourteen men, thirteen undergraduates and the 

researcher. The data was collected from the participants’ Facebook accounts and from a 

series of life-history interviews, on the themes of “my life”, “my family”, “my social world”, 

“the real me”, “my masculinity”, “my body” and “my experience of university”.  This data is 

now in the process of being analysed by the researcher, in conjunction with the research 

subjects.  

This paper will focus on the shared living space between the four research subjects. It will 

inquire into how these young men saw their “boys’ apartment” and how they differentiated 

this from other spaces. It will look at how they constructed masculinities in the apartment, 

as well as in relation to their flatmates. Finally, this paper will look at what “gender regime” 

could be said to have existed in the residence. 
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Christine o’Dowd-Smith, Waterford Institute of Technology 

Paper: A Question of Gender? 25 Years of Women Priests in the Church of Ireland 

 

In the Ireland of 2012, there are increasing calls for the ordination of women as priests in 

the majority Catholic Church – a call that continues to fall on deaf ears in a resolutely all-

male hierarchy. As over 85% of Irish people are at least nominally Roman Catholic, it could 

be argued that the Republic of Ireland remains a gendered space in terms of religion. 

However the minority Church of Ireland (3% of the population) which is part of the 

worldwide Anglican Communion, has been ordaining women as priests and deacons since 

1987. 

 

This paper is based on a series of interviews and a questionnaire on a cross-section of 

women priests – full time, part-time, in positions of senior responsibility in the Church of 

Ireland, and will establish that women priests are very much part of the established fabric of 

the C of I. What this brings into question, however, is how this is perceived in the wider 

community, and how women’s ordination is a challenge to established cultural norms and 

practices in the Ireland of today that remain deeply gendered and in some instances, 

patriarchal. 
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Máire O’Sullivan, University College Cork 

Paper: Unravelling Motherhood: Experiences of maternity in a craft community 

 

This paper will include a brief overview of the field of Consumer Behaviour and in particular, 

Consumer Tribes (Maffesoli, 1996, Cova, Kozinets & Shankar, 2007, Cova & Cova, 2002) and 

Subcultures of Consumption. (Schouten & McAlexander, 1995)  The author’s research is 

focused on female identity within an almost exclusively female subculture, knitters, in 

contrast to earlier work. (Martin, Schouten & McAlexander, 2006) This craft community 

(Campbell, 2005) is ostensibly a Third Wave Feminist Craftivist movement. (Portwood-

Stacer, 2007)  The author will introduce the field sites for this ethnographic and 

netnographic research, Cork Stitch ‘n’ Bitch, Cork Sit and Spin and Ravelry.com. Emergent 

themes will be discussed including public and private performance of femininity, feminine 

and feminist identity, fear of the female and group and individual identity projects. In 

particular, this paper will focus on the construction of motherhood and the archetypes of 

mother within the group. In an ironic contrast to the typical images of motherhood, this has 

proved to be a source of some tension which has undermined the previously “warm, 

nurturing” nature of the group.Data from participant observation and interviews, or ‘tales 

from the field’ (Van Maanen, 1988), will be used to illustrate the conflicts arising between 

the ‘breeder and non-breeders’ and within the sub group of ‘the moms’.The paper will 

conclude a discussion with further potential research paths.  
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Diletta Panero, NUI Galway 

Paper: Storytelling performance: ‘Women’s voices in Isabel Allende’s generational 

storytelling’ 

The research project I am undertaking at NUI Galway focuses on the Chilean writer Isabel 

Allende, and on five of her novels, and is entitled ‘Storytelling in the Work of Isabel Allende: 

Female Generations’. A main aim of the project is to establish that Allende’s generational 

storytelling provides an effective counter-discourse on colonial and postcolonial narrations 

of identity of Chile, Haiti and United States.  

 

Since spring 2012 my academic research on storytelling in Isabel Allende’s work has led me 

also to professional performance in the field; for this reason my paper will consist of a 20 

minutes storytelling performance, focusing on the theme of “the gendered spaces of 

history”. I will introduce five characters (Doña Inés Suárez, Aurora del Valle, Blanca Trueba, 

Eliza Sommers, and Zarité Sedella) who are the main protagonists of Allende’s five novels 

considered in my project. Isabel Allende permits these five women to gain a voice to 

comment on the historical events of their contemporary centuries and oppose the versions 

offered by history books, chronicles and accounts which do not mention their involvement 

or which disregard their reports as irrelevant because of their gender and social status. 

These women’s stories testify to their presence and participation in different periods of 

Latin American and American history, such as the Spanish conquest of Chile, the 

achievement of the Chilean independence, the cruelty of Pinochet’s dictatorship in the 

1970s, the foundation of San Francisco and Haiti’s independence and abolition of slavery. 
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Claire Marie Quentin, Trinity College Dublin, Centre for Gender and Women’s Studies 

 

Paper: The gendered space of Academia: the struggle of the German Federation of 

University Women to advance women’s career opportunities in higher education 

throughout the 1950s and 1960s 

 

This paper highlights how traditional notions of a gendered separation of the spaces 

affected women’s professional opportunities in West German higher education and 

establishes how women’s organizations of the 1950s and 1960s attempted to break down 

these gendered boundaries. The German Federation of University Women and its efforts to 

promote the appointment of women at universities is the focus of this paper.  

Despite the successes of the early German women’s movement in gaining equal access to 

education and to the professions during the first two decades of the twentieth century, 

women continued to face far more obstacles in their professional life than men with the 

same qualifications. This was particularly true for the academic professions. At the 

beginning of the 1950s women still only amounted to 3.2 percent of the total teaching body 

within the higher education system, with just three women holding the title of a full-ranked 

professor. 

As an organization composed of graduate women the German Federation of University 

Women continuously attempted to identify and fight the issues which impacted this 

significant under-representation of women among lecturers and professors at West German 

universities. In this struggle the organization was repeatedly confronted with gendered 

stereotypes among male professors who regarded the academic space as a predominantly 

male domain and unsuitable to the female sex.  

This paper establishes the historical development of women’s academic careers and 

evaluates the German Federation’s efforts, its achievements and its failures in creating a 

public awareness for the issue and in trying to further open this occupational field for 

women throughout the 1950s and 1960s.  
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Caitriona Mary Reilly, Queen’s University, Belfast 

 

Paper: ‘The Postfeminist Female Body: The Fetishisation and Rejection of Motherhood in 

Contemporary Irish Performance’. 

 

Diane Negra refers to the idolisation of pregnant women and mothers as a ‘display of 

hypermaternity among economically elite white women’.2  This paper will address how 

contemporary performance subverts the traditional and idealistic notions of woman as wife 

and mother and thus challenges the postfeminist idolisation of maternity and pregnancy.  

Áine Phillips’ 2003 performance, Sex, birth & death, addresses issues concerning the 

maternal-female identity and abortion.  Through the discussion and analysis of Phillips’ 

performance, the paper will draw attention to the issue concerning availability and access to 

contraception and abortion in Ireland and how state laws continue to dictate, control and 

shame the reproductive female body.  This paper will also discuss the site-specific 

production Laundry (directed by Louise Lowe) which was performed at the previous site of 

the Magdalene laundry on Gloucester Street, Dublin.  The paper will demonstrate how 

patriarchal hierarchies and heterosexist society maintain conflicting and oppressive 

attitudes towards Irish women and mothers.  The paper will address how, as a postfeminist 

performance, Laundry realises the continued historic shaming and silencing of Irish women 

and why in this postfeminist age, feminist performance is necessary to draw attention to the 

existing issues and concerns of women today.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Diane Negra, What a Girl Wants?: Fantasizing the reclamation of self in postfeminism (London and New 

York: Routledge, 2009), p. 65. 
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Dieter Reinisch, University of Vienna, Austria 

Paper: Women and the Northern Irish Troubles: Cumann na mBan 1969-1986 

This paper will examine how the activists of the military organisation, Cumann na mBan, the 

female wing of the mainly male Provisional Republican Movement, remember their political 

and military involvement during the war in Northern Ireland. The presented paper is part of 

a study on the military and political role of women’s organisations in national liberation 

movements and the changing role of women in these movements as a result of acts of war 

on the basis of the Northern Irish conflict. I will outline how the female activists in the 

Provisional Republican Movement remember their time during the Northern Irish Troubles. 

In the years 2009 to 2011, the author interviewed nearly thirty female members of the 

Republican Movement and its female wing Cumann na mBan. The previously unpublished 

research is the first study of the republican female organization in the period mentioned. 

To collect the data, qualitative expert interviews were carried out on the female members 

of the Republican Movement, these interviews are semi-structured with narrative 

sequences. The structure of the interviews was based on archive material which was 

presented for interpretation to the interviewees. 

Twenty-five years after the last major split in the Republican movement and the nearly 

twenty years after the beginning of the Peace Process, I will examine how women see their 

activities during the war in the 1970s and 1980s.What was life like being at the same time a 

mother, daughter, sister, wife and member of a secret, illegal, military movement? 
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Aurelie Sicard, Dublin City University 

Paper: UNSCR1325: (re)defining the postwar moment? 

 

Cockburn and Zarkov (2002) refer in passing the postwar moment as a period of fluidity 

where gender relations have the potential to be redefined. However, the lessons of history 

tell us that, in the past, the postwar moment has been a negative one for women(de 

Beauvoir 1949; Friedan 1963). In a similar way to the relationship between feminism and 

nationalism analyses in the literature, the postwar moment “traditional” gender relations 

are asserted and women are render invisible to public life, denyingwomen’s participation 

and inclusion at the international level.  

United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1325 (2000) was designed to counteract 

the postwar moment for women and to guarantee women to be part of peace processes 

and post conflict reconstruction, roles they have been denied historically (Cockburn & 

Zarkov 2002). Since 2000, international organisations refer to UNSCR 1325 as an important 

tool and plan for peace processes and post conflict reconstruction plans that would redefine 

the postwar moment as described by de Beauvoir (1949) and Friedan (1963).  

This paper then analyses the postwar moment of the late 1940s through the lenses of Betty 

Friedan (1963) and Simone de Beauvoir (1949), who detail through their personal lives the 

postwar moment in France and in the USA. This analysis of the original postwar moment (as 

commented in the literature) is necessary to ask if then UNSCR 1325 (and its related 

resolutions) is designed to overcome the negative dynamics of the postwar moment for 

women. 
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Tanya Watson, NUI Galway 

Paper: Women Property Owners on Farms in Ireland: Family, Gender and Ownership 

Women’s positions within family farms in Ireland, and within agriculture as a sector, have 

been shaped by particular social, economic and institutional constraints.  A wide body of 

literature presents farm women’s positions within family farming as circumscribed by 

patriarchal agrarian social structures, which often limit direct property ownership by women 

(O'Hara 1997; Shortall 1992; Viney 1968).  Gender inequalities in the ownership of farm 

assets have consequences for women’s capacity to change their roles and position on the 

farm and off the farm in the broader rural economy.  Placing farm women in the social 

context of what they own, and the circumstances around how they own it, is important for 

determining the impact of property ownership on women’s empowerment and agency.  

Drawing on qualitative data from interviews with women farm property owners in Ireland, 

women’s narratives of personal experiences of property ownership is explored.  Analysis of 

new empirical evidence focuses on women’s transition to property ownership, the process 

of acquisition, and experiences of ownership.  This paper focuses on the themes emerging 

from this analysis and the implications of property ownership on gender relations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


